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Step back in time, into the lives of the 
people who built Starved Rock Country. 

Awesome Ottawa Tours

• Radium Girls • Underground Railroad • Graveyard Tours • Brewery Tours

We turn history into adventure!

(Tours are by appointment only)

www.awesomeottawatours.com • 815-343-4940
624 Court Street, Ottawa, Illinois 61350

 815-343-4940

We have a 5 Star rating with TripAdvisor, Google Reviews & AirBnB.

Music in the Park-Saturdays-Washington Square-Ottawa

Authentic Chicago Style Hot Dog Cart

Find Us Now At www.aussemdogs.com
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Join Us 
FOR OUR 
EVENTS!

Visit our website 
for details.

O ne of the most expensive and ornate 
private homes in the Midwest when 

completed in 1858, the Mansion was 
built by businessman, politician, and 
philanthropist William Reddick.  Home to 
the Reddick family for nearly 30 years, the 
mansion anchors Washington Square, site 
of the  rst Lincoln-Douglas debate. �is 
ornate 22-room mansion is open for tours.
Tours are o�ered at 11 am and 1 pm.  

100 West Lafayette St.  |  Ottawa, IL 61350 
815-433-6100  |  reddickmansion.org

REDDICK
MANSION AND GARDENS

MANSION TOURS: 
FRIDAY-MONDAY | 11AM & 1PM

PLEASE CALL FOR OTHER  
ARRANGEMENTS & GROUP TOURS

Welcome!
TO OTTAWA

W elcome to Ottawa! I would like 
to thank you for your interest 

in our Friendly City! Whether it’s 
our parks, our downtown shopping 
and restaurants or our history, there 
is plenty to do or see here and I’m 
confident you will enjoy your visit. 

Mayor Robert Hasty

A s the Ottawa Area Chamber 
of Commerce Executive 

Director, I am honored to serve the 
City of Ottawa and the numerous 
vibrant businesses in our beautiful 
community.  Ottawa has an 
amazing variety of delicious dining 
destinations and a plethora of 
boutique shops in their charming, 
historic downtown. Please come 
for a visit….and you may stay for a 
lifetime!

Jay K. McCracken
Executive Director
Ottawa Area Chamber of Commerce

No trip to the Middle of Everywhere is complete without a stop at the Ottawa 
Visitors Center—your go-to spot for everything you need to make the most 

of your visit. Conveniently located at the gateway to Ottawa’s picturesque 
downtown district, this welcoming hub is filled with informational pamphlets, 
friendly staff, and a curated selection of Ottawa-centric merchandise.

While you’re there, be sure to pick up a copy of Ottawa’s Historic Walking 
Tour Brochure. This guide will take you on a charming stroll through the city’s 
turn-of-the-century Old Town, highlighting historic and cultural landmarks 
along lush walkways. As you meander past boutique shops and unique 
restaurants, you’ll gain a deeper appreciation for Ottawa’s rich heritage and 
vibrant community spirit.

Whether you’re a first-time visitor or a local looking to rediscover the city, 
the Ottawa Visitors Center is your perfect starting point to experience the 
Middle of Everywhere.

For more information, visit visitottawail.com and start planning your 
adventure today!

THE OTTAWA 
VISITORS CENTER

THE OTTAWA Discover
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Welcome to Ottawa, Illinois -
The Middle of Everywhere!
Located just 80 miles outside of downtown Chicago, Ottawa, Illinois is a 
vibrant and welcoming tourist destination in the heart of Starved Rock 
Country. Often called the “Middle of Everywhere,” Ottawa is perfectly 
positioned as a hub for both adventure and relaxation. Just a stone’s throw 
from four state parks and a nature preserve, all within 20 minutes of our lively 
downtown, Ottawa offers a rich mix of natural beauty, culture, and history.

Middle of the Great Outdoors
Discover lush landscapes, stunning rock formations, and scenic hiking trails, 
or dive into outdoor adventures like kayaking, fishing, and birdwatching. 
Whether you’re exploring iconic natural landmarks or uncovering hidden 
gems, Ottawa’s surroundings make it an outdoor enthusiast’s paradise!

Middle of the Arts
From the innovators of the past to the forward thinkers of today, Ottawa 
embraces progress while preserving its rich history. As a place that sets 
trends rather than follows them, the city seamlessly blends modern 
amenities with authentic Midwestern charm. Stroll through historic 
neighborhoods, explore local galleries, or catch a performance—Ottawa is 
where creativity meets tradition.

Middle of Creative Cuisine
Our downtown is a bustling hub of local restaurants, cafes, and shops, 
offering a taste of the region’s flavors and flair. Enjoy everything from 
classic comfort food to gourmet innovations, crafted with passion and local 
ingredients. Whether you’re here to explore, unwind, or get inspired, there’s 
something for everyone in Ottawa.

Middle of Relaxation
Ottawa’s unique charm lies in its ability to combine the best of city life and 
rural tranquility. It’s a destination where you can truly experience the heart 
of America—from natural wonders to cutting-edge cultural events. Recharge, 
reconnect, and rediscover yourself in the Middle of Everywhere.

Come see why Ottawa, Illinois is truly the “Middle of Everywhere”—a place 
where history, innovation, and adventure intersect.

Donna Reynolds
Tourism Operations Manager
Ottawa Visitors Center

H eritage Corridor Destinations is dedicated to promoting tourism in 
LaSalle, Grundy, Will, Putnam, Bureau, and Livingston Counties. Heritage 

Corridor Destinations works to attract visitors to the region, promote local 
businesses and organizations, and boost economic development. Ottawa is 
an important community in the Heritage Corridor region as it is part of two 
of the organization’s major areas of focus: Starved Rock Country and the I&M 
Canal Towns. The Heritage Corridor markets the region to potential visitors, 
both domestically and internationally. They work with municipalities, hotels, 
restaurants, and more to highlight the region’s unique cultural, historical, 
and natural attractions. In Ottawa and surrounding communities, Heritage 
Corridor Destinations works closely with the Ottawa Visitors Center and 
the LaSalle County Tourism Coalition to support economic development 
initiatives and conduct national and regional advertising campaigns.
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JOBST MONUMENTS & GIFTS

402 W. Main Street • Ottawa
Across from Knights of Columbus

815-433-0310

OTTAWA’S BEST KEPT SECRET

UNIQUE INDOOR & 
OUTDOOR GIFTS

Open
Mon. - Fri. 10:30AM to 5PM 

Sat. 10:30AM to 3PM

SM-LA2236435
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Join � for  
an experience 
like no o�er! 

619 LaSalle St, Ottawa, IL 61350
(815) 201-6260

Blend & pour your very own candle 
by yourself or with friends.

Private Parties available.

815-324-9229 
inigapizzeria.com

215 W. Je�erson St.,Ottawa, IL 61350

MON - THU. 5pm-8pm • FRI 4pm-8pm • SAT and SUN noon-8pm

Traditional Napoletana Pizza  
is a Fiery Artisan Experience.
From hand stretching and forming 
the dough to choosing only the best 
tomatoes, peeling away their delicate 
skins, and crushing them to the perfect 
consistency, our pizza is a labor of love. 

One of Ottawa’s 
Most Attractive 

Restaurants

I n Ottawa, creativity is woven into the fabric of the community. As a city that 
celebrates both tradition and innovation, Ottawa is a vibrant hub for the 

arts—where historic charm meets modern expression. Visit Open Space Art 
Gallery and Studio to experience the works of talented local and regional 
artists, or take a stroll through downtown to discover vibrant murals that add 
a splash of color to the cityscape. Enjoy live performances that bring stories 
to life and immerse yourself in artisan craft fairs and thought-provoking 
exhibits that reflect our dynamic cultural scene.

Ottawa’s commitment to fostering creativity is exemplified by its dedicated 
Arts Committee, which continuously supports and promotes artistic 
initiatives throughout the community. Whether you’re inspired by the 
legacy of past innovators or captivated by today’s forward-thinking 
creators, Ottawa is where art meets heart—a place where imagination and 
history blend seamlessly.

A s the Middle of Everywhere, 
Ottawa is a hub of culture, 

excitement, and the arts. There are 
new, ongoing measures to bring 
more art to the community. What 
better way to express creativity and 
artistic skill than painting upon the 
canvas of Ottawa?

New to Ottawa this spring are large, 
painted marbles. These will be 
installed around town and painted 
by expert artists. These marbles 
evoke a callback to the famed Peltier 
Glass Company, a world-renowned 
glass producer that made its home 
right here in Ottawa. 

This and more is all thanks to the 
Ottawa Arts Committee, a group 
dedicated to the importance 
of the arts and its relation to 
our community. There will be 
opportunities for local artists to 
display their art in town, sell their 
work, and enrich our community. 

The committee also plans to bring 
performance art and more murals to 
Ottawa to make our town that much 
more picturesque. These murals will 
be delicately crafted with a special 
focus on respecting history. There 
will also be contemporary style 
murals, ensuring a variety of types of 
art for all to enjoy. 

If that wasn’t enough, Nell’s 
Woodland will also host a variety 
of arts events. These include 
underground musician concerts, arts 
tours around the town, an outdoor 
painting session which will become 
an exhibit, and contests. Best of all, 
this is just a taste of what’s to come!

Ottawa is also home to several 
notable art pieces, such as our 
murals, monuments to historical 
figures like Abraham Lincoln, the 
Radium Girls, a Peter Toth carving, 
and the Allen Park Art Sculptures. 
The city is full of art we can’t wait to 
share with you.

MIDDLE OF THE ARTS
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SM-CL2237555

1001 E. Main, Ottawa, IL, United States, Illinois • (815) 324-5191

• Quality Casual Menu Options
•  Crafted Cocktails
• Two Story, Outdoor Riverfront Dining
• Outdoor Bars
• Indoor Dining with River Views
• Docks, Beaches and Sea Wall for Boaters
• Free Live Music from National Touring Bands 
  Every Thursday-Sunday
• Special Events / Venue Rental Available
• Sand Volleyball Court
• Slot Machines
• Tons of parking onsite 
• Family Friendly
• 1 Mile East from Downtown Ottawa

Scenic Riverfront Bar and Grill nestled on the north bank 
of The Illinois River, in historic Ottawa, IL.  

Hosting Live entertainment of all musical genres!
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN/ STEPHEN 
DOUGLAS DEBATE SITE 
WASHINGTON PARK

AWESOME OTTAWA TOURS 
624 COURT STREET 
(815) 343-4940 
awesomeottawatours.com 
Unique Tours Offered Driving, Biking, 
Walking, Hiking We offer something 
for everyone! Custom tours available 
to accommodate group needs. Tours 
by Appointment Only 

ART SCULPTURES IN 
ALLEN PARK 

AYERS LANDING 
3494 E. 2089TH ROAD 
(815) 434-2233 
ayerslanding.com 
Scenic canoe or tubing trips on the 
beautiful Fox River.  Witness the 
abundant wildlife and unforgettable 
landscape. 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA & 
W.D. BOYCE MEMORIAL 
1100 CANAL STREET 
William Dickson Boyce was a resident 
of Ottawa. He is remembered as the 
man who brought scouting to America, 
by a chance meeting with a British 
Scout in a thick London fog. The boy 
showed him the way, saying that he 
was a Boy Scout and their motto was 
“Do a good deed everyday.” 

BUFFALO RANGE 
SHOOTING PARK 
1252 N. 2803RD ROAD 
(815) 433-2471 
buffalorangeshootingpark.com 
The premier shooting range in Illinois 
that encourages the safe handling 
and use of firearms and promotes 
recreational shooting sports. 

BUFFALO ROCK STATE PARK 
1300 N. 27TH ROAD 
www2.illinois.gov 
Sweeping vistas of the Illinois River 
await visitors to this State Park.  From 
high atop the bluff, a system of trails 
and overlooks provide views of an 
area rich in history.  The park is also 
home to three American bison and 
can be seen daily. 

C&M CANOE RENTAL 
3401 E. 2062ND ROAD 
(815) 434-6690 
cmcanoerental.com 
Paddle yourself down the Fox 
River on a self-guided canoe trip.  
Choose either a 7 or 12 mile trip and 
experience joy and tranquility in the 
great outdoors. 

CATLIN PARK 
2560 E. 1251ST ROAD 
(815) 434-0518 
illinoisriverroad.org 24 
Catlin Park’s 333 acres are a mix of 
pine and deciduous forests, prairie 
grasses, rugged ravines, winding 
stream beds, deer in abundance, wild 
turkeys, birds, squirrels, and rabbits. 
The park’s well-organized trail system 
hosts 14 distinct trails plus numerous 
connector trails. 

DAYTON BLUFFS PRESERVE 
2997 ILLINOIS ROUTE 71 
(630) 428-4500 
theconservationfoundation.org 
Experience 100 acres of open 
prairie in the midst of restoration, 
the majesty and cool shade of 150 
woodland acres, rugged ravines, 
glistening water cascades, the 
beautiful Fox River, sacred Native 
American burial mounds, and the 
Daniels family pioneer cemetery.

DETTORE’S TOWN LANES 
714 COLUMBUS STREET 
(815) 433-0033 
dettorestownlanes.com 
Fun for all ages!  Ottawa’s leading 
bowling alley since 1968.

FOX RIVER AQUEDUCT 
This early engineering marvel 
carried waters of the Illinois & 
Michigan Canal over the Fox River. 
The Fox River Aqueduct is the 
largest aqueduct along the I&M 
Canal Corridor. Built in the 1840s by 
David Sanger & Sons Construction 
Co. of Ottawa, the aqueduct spans 
a length of 464 feet. Supported by 
seven towering piers constructed of 
Joliet limestone, the aqueduct was 
once considered the eighth wonder 
of the world.

Let SaltTreeYoga provide you with the 
relaxation and harmony you need 

to balance your life.

Relaxation and Wellness 
in the Heart of Starved  

Rock Country

• Himalayan Salt Cave 
• Full Spectrum Infrared Sauna 

• Dry Hydrotherapy • Ionic Foot Detox 
• Yoga • Migun Massage Bed

310 ½ W. Main St. • Ottawa 
815.343.2751  

SaltTreeYoga.com

THINGS TO DO & SEE
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FOX VALLEY OFF ROAD 
1952 N. 35TH ROAD 
(815) 431-9913 
foxvalleyoffroad.com 

GENERAL W.H.L. WALLACE 
815 LASALLE STREET 

GOBLIN GAMING
712 LASALLE STREET
(815) 489-3047
Goblin Gaming offers fun to friends 
and families in the form of board 
games and table top role playing 
games.

HERITAGE HARBOR 
111 HARBOR VIEW DRIVE 
(815) 433-5000 
visitheritageharbor.com 

HISTORY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS MURAL 
216 W. LAFAYETTE STREET 
(815) 214-2123 

I & M CANAL TOLL HOUSE
1221 COLUMBUS STREET 
(815) 434-2737 
I & M Canal Toll House Visit the only 
remaining toll house on the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal, and learn the 
history of the waterway that built 
Illinois, Chicago, and Ottawa.  View 
tools and other artifacts used by the 
toll collector and boat captains.

ILLINOIS RIVER ROAD 
ROUTE 71 
You will be immersed in the rich 
cultural and archaeological history 
of Indigenous peoples, French 
explorers, American settlers, and 
immigrants who were drawn here 
by the river valley’s abundant 
natural resources and who built 
their lives and communities from 
the land and river. 

ILLINOIS WATERWAY 
VISITORS CENTER 
950 NORTH 27TH ROAD 
(815) 667-4054 
Ever want to see the operation of 
a lock and dam? Watch impressive 
towboats of mammoth proportions 
navigating through the Starved 
Rock Lock. Plus, view our displays 
to learn about the modern lock and 
dam system as well as the historic I 
& M Canal. Call to inquire about our 
eagle watching season, history, and 
educational programs.

IMAGINE & LEARN WITH 
BOB MCGRATH MURAL 
1709 COLUMBUS STREET 
(815) 214-2123 
Objects in the mural swirl as fast and 
as far as a child’s imagination! Here 
you can travel to the East Coast of 
the United States, or to the universe! 
Cartoon characters lend a touch 
of whimsy to the art as real Ottawa 
children take center-stage singing, 
dancing, painting, playing make-
believe or offering comfort. 

JOBST MONUMENTS & GIFTS 
UNIQUE INDOOR & OUTDOOR 
GIFTS 
402 W. MAIN STREET
815-433-0310
Open Mon. - Fri. 10:30AM to 5PM 
Sat. 10:30AM to 3PM 
OTTAWA’S BEST KEPT SECRET  

KANE FAMILY FARMS 
2165 N. 3020TH ROAD 
(815) 324-4144 
kanefamilyfarms.com 
Family fun on the farm!  Pick the 
perfect pumpkin, get lost in the 
corn maze, and enjoy tons of other 
outdoor games and adventures.  
(Seasonal)

KAYAK STARVED ROCK
1170 N. 27TH ROAD
OTTAWA, IL 61350
630-567-4653
kayakstarvedrock.com
Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm
Fri 10am-8pm
Sat/Sun 8am-8pm

LASALLE COUNTY 
GENEALOGY GUILD 
115 W. GLOVER STREET 
(815) 433-5261
lscgg.org 
People come from all parts of the 
globe to study their genealogy in the 
guild’s library.

LOOKING FOR LINCOLN

NELL’S WOODLAND 
2301 COLUMBUS STREET 
Promoting a connectedness to 
nature, while providing programs 
that support stewardship in the areas 
of ecology, wellness, and the arts 
within the 60-acre nature preserve

O-NET GAMING CO. 
215 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 
(815) 488-3786 
onettgaming.com 
One-of-a-kind arcade featuring 30+ 
games.  All arcade machines are set 
to free-play, so customers can play as 
much as you like for the duration of 
their arcade pass. 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS MURAL 
701 LASALLE STREET 
(815) 214-2123 
As you look at the painting, notice 
the limestone facade surrounding the 
painting. This is very much how the 
front of the bank looked during the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s. 

OPEN SPACE ART GALLERY 
& STUDIOS 
223 WEST MADISON STREET 
(815) 293-7099 
osartstudios.com 
The gallery is a space for artists to 
show their work in a professional 
setting and gives them the 
opportunity to sell their pieces.  They 
also offer a variety of classes and 
workshops for all ages and skill levels. 

The Breakfast of Champions 
A Lunch That Lasts

Home Away From Home
514 State St. Ottawa, IL | 815.433.2746 

thenewchalet.com

VOTED  
ONE OF THE 

BEST
RESTAURANTS  

IN OTTAWA, IL

CONGRATULATION OHS PIRATES!

714 Columbus Street • Ottawa, IL 61350
815-433-0033

Mon-Fri 10AM-12AM • Sat 11AM-12AM
Sun 11AM-6PM

LET US 
HOST 

YOUR NEXT 
PARTY!

HOMEMADE TENDERLOINS

DETTORE’S
Town Lanes

Retail store offering a curated selection of furnishings, accessories and decor 
that will enhance and personalize your space with style and taste.

222 W. Madison St., Ottawa, IL | (815) 434-4006 | yourinteriormotivesinc.com
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OTTAWA DISC GOLF 
1025 ONTARIO STREET 
Enjoy the fresh air and scenic views 
along the Fox River while playing 
disc golf on our 9-hole course at 
Ottawa’s Fox River Park. Test your 
precision at each hole as they weave 
around different obstacles or just 
toss for fun. No need to call a head 
for a “tee time” because Ottawa’s 
disc golf course is FREE and open to 
the public. 

OTTAWA’S EARLIEST 
RESIDENTS MURAL 
812 LASALLE STREET 
(815) 214-2123 
Early residents relied on that great 
beast of the plains, the buffalo, as a 
source of food, clothing, medicine 
and other items necessary for their 
daily lives. Armed with bows and 
arrows, the hunters rounded up 
buffalo herds in canyons to make the 
animals easy targets.

OTTAWA HISTORICAL & 
SCOUTING HERITAGE MUSEUM 
1100 CANAL STREET 
(815) 431-9353 
ottawahistoricalscoutingmuseum.org 
Experience rich history and relics of 
notable businesses and historical 
events to our local area.  As well 
as the dedicated history of the boy 
scouts, girl scouts, lone scouts, and 
camp fire.

PARAMOUNT SKATING ARENA 
1511 CHESTNUT STREET 
(815) 433-9463 
paramountskatingarena.com 
The area’s leading skating rink and 
roller derby arena since 1981. 

PELTIER GLASS
FACTORY MURAL
LASALLE & JEFFERSON STREET 
(815) 214-2123 
In 1886, a young French glassblower 
named Victor Peltier opened his own 
company in Ottawa. Peltier Glass 
made opalescent glass, sheet glass, 
stained glass and glass marbles. In 
this mural, you can spot not only the 
innovative machinery that occupied 
the factory, such as the marble-
making machine, but see some of the 
products that the factory made.

PINE HILLS GOLF CLUB 
1665 N. 2501ST ROAD 
(815) 434-3985 
ottawapinehillsgolfclub.com 
Built in 1924, Pine Hills is one of the 
oldest and most scenic courses in 
the area.  Nestled in the Covel Creek 
Valley, Pine Hills offers 9 holes of 
natural beauty and challenging golf. 

QUEST WATERSPORTS 
1800 N. 2871ST ROAD 
(815) 433-2200 
questwatersports.com 
Making your boating experience 
simple and carefree, while bringing 
the latest in waterbased action to the 
heart of Starved Rock Country. 

RADIUM DIAL GIRLS MEMORIAL 
NW CORNER OF CLINTON & W. 
JEFFERSON STREET 
pickusottawail.com 
A statue commemorating the 
tragic loss of the Radium Girls who 
contracted radiation poisoning from 
painting watch dials with glow-in-the-
dark paint.  Their story forged the 
way for the labor rights movement. 

REDDICK MANSION 
100 WEST LAFAYETTE STREET 
(815) 433-6100 
reddickmansion.org 
Built in 1855, this lovely 22 room 
Italianate mansion was possibly the 
most expensive and ornate private 
home built in Illinois before the 
Civil War.  Take a step back in time 
and tour this beautiful home, where 
numerous rooms have been restored 
to their previous grandeur. 

REDDICK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
1010 CANAL STREET 
(815) 434-0509 
reddicklibrary.org 

REVOLUTION MURAL 
628-630 COLUMBUS STREET 
(815) 214-2123 
“Revolution” overlooking the 
confluence of the Fox and Illinois 
Rivers, is a tribute to Ottawa’s, 
and America’s tenacious women 
exploding into independence. 

RIORDAN POOL 
500 EAST NORRIS DRIVE 
(815) 433-4324 
ottawarecreation.org/pool 

RIVERWALK 
1025 ONTARIO STREET 
(815) 434-2737 
pickusottawail.com 
Take a leisurely stroll or bike ride 
along the Fox and Illinois Rivers on 
Ottawa’s beautiful Riverwalk. You’ll 
enjoy beautiful river and scenic views 
as the Riverwalk winds along the 
rivers and through some of Ottawa’s 
public parks and boat launches. 
Don’t forget to bring your disc golf or 
fishing gear, the Riverwalk passes by 
Ottawa’s Disc Golf course and many 
different fishing spots. 

ROXY CINEMAS 
827 LASALLE STREET 
(815) 433-1816 

SAINTE GENEVIEVE RIVERBOAT 
231 ALBIN STEVENS DRIVE 
stegenriverboat.com Enjoy the sights 
and sounds of Starved Rock Country 
from a fresh riverboating experience.  
Aboard is an enclosed dining area 
serving catered food curated from 
local restaurants, a stocked cocktail 
bar, and an expansive top deck with a 
360 view of the Illinois River. 

SALT TREE WELLNESS 
& SALT CAVE 
310 1/2 WEST MAIN STREET 
(815) 343-2751 
salttreeyoga.com 
This destination center focuses on 
restoring wellness and balance to the 
body, mind, and spirit.  Be sure to visit 
the Himalayan salt cave and absorb 
the healing benefits of 84 minerals. 

SKYDIVE CHICAGO 
3215 E. 1969TH ROAD 
(815) 433-0000 
skydivechicago.com 
Skydive Chicago is the midwest’s 
premier skydiving facility.  Offering 
top of the line services to first time 
jumpers, students and experienced 
jumpers.  It is also the home of 
several World Records, multiple local 
and national competitions and the 
largest skydiving festival of the year. 

STARVED ROCK HOT GLASS 
700 WEST MAIN STREET 
(815) 313-5445 
starvedrockhotglass.com 
Visit this one-of-a-kind glassblowing 
studio and gallery specializing in 
original handblown art glass, jewelry, 
and cremation glass.

STREETSCAPE 
REFLECTIONS MURAL
LASALLE & MADISON STREET 
(815) 214-2123 
Ottawans regularly marched in 
parades, cheered for them or stood 
transfixed along the route as the 
city hosted this most universal of 
celebrations. 

THE ALLEY 
1758 OTTAWA AVENUE 
(815) 313-5686 
Strike!  Come try your luck at scoring 
a perfect bowling game.

THE DAY OF THE 
GREAT DEBATE MURAL 
LASALLE & W. JACKSON STREET 
(815) 214-2123 

THIRD DISTRICT APPELLATE 
COURT BUILDING 
1004 COLUMBUS STREET 
(815) 434-5050 
illinoiscourts.gov 
Completed in 1860, the building was 
built to house the State Supreme 
Court, which initially met in Ottawa, 
Mount Vernon and Springfield. 
Today, Ottawa is the seat of the Third 
Appellate Court District, which serves 
21 northern Illinois counties. 

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 
101 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET 
Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, stand where the 
first U.S. Senatorial debate between 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. 
Douglas took place.
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CHICAGO’S 
GREATEST THIN 
CRUST PIZZA

375 W. Stevenson Rd., Ottawa, IL 61350
815-324-9559

myrosatis.com/ottawa/

Sports Fans Welcome!
Watch every play on 25 TVs plus a huge 

projector at Rosati’s – your go-to 
game day spot.

• PIZZAS 
• CALZONES 
• WINGS 
• PASTAS 
• SANDWICHES 

• APPETIZERS 
• SALADS  
• DESSERTS  
• REAL INGREDIENTS

I n Ottawa, memories are made 
around every corner. Whether 

you’re exploring one of our many 
historic attractions, enjoying a 
peaceful outing in one of our 
beautiful parks, or taking a scenic 
trip on the Sainte Genevieve, 
each experience leaves a lasting 
impression.

Throughout the year, our city 
comes alive with exciting events 
and celebrations. From the flavorful 
adventure of the Tom Nauman 
Memorial Midwest Morel Festival to 
the high-energy excitement of the 
Starved Rock Country Marathon, 
there’s something for everyone to 
enjoy. Feel the thrill of the Kites in 
Flight festival, where the sky bursts 

with color, or celebrate love and 
unity at the Pride Festival.

As the seasons change, our 
traditions continue with the Festival 
of Lights Parade and Chris Kringle 
Market—a holiday celebration 
straight out of a Hallmark movie. 
Stroll through the festive market, 
filled with handcrafted gifts and 
holiday treats, as twinkling lights and 
joyous music fill the air.

In Ottawa, every visit is an 
opportunity to make lasting 
memories—whether you’re here 
for the history, the festivals, or 
the natural beauty. Come see 
why Ottawa is truly the Middle of 
Making Memories.

619 LaSalle St, Ottawa, IL 61350
(815) 201-6260

Candles * Gifts * Pet Treats * Fundraisers

SMALL DOG 
CANDLE CO

Shop Online or In-Store

MIDDLE OF MAKING 
MEMORIES
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SERVING FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11A-9P
SUNDAY & WED-THURS 11A-8:30P

620 Court Street • Ottawa • 815-324-9032

courtstreetpub.com

32 DRAFT BEER SELECTIONS!
APPETIZERS, SALADS,  

BURGERS, WRAPS, WINGS, SOUP, 

SANDWICHES & MORE!

Ottawa is home to many events 
that have been well-received 

by locals and tourists alike for years. 
The following events have been 
enjoyed by those near and far for at 
least ten years!

Midwest Morel Festival was one of 
many events that was cancelled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. It was 
well-known for the morel hunt, which 
encouraged visitors to head out and 
find their own morels. After worries 
about the number of morels in the 
area, it wasn’t held the following 
years either. But fear not, this story 
has a happy ending. Due to popular 
demand, the Morel fest made its 
return in 2024! The 2025 Midwest 
Morel Festival is dedicated in loving 

memory to Tom Nauman, our 
founding father from Morel Mania. 
Putting on the event would not have 
been possible without his dedication 
and passion. 

The Festival of Lights is another 
long-running event–almost 40 years. 
This winter celebration is a great 
way to experience the splendor of 
the holidays in Ottawa. The festival 
sees a parade travel through the 
downtown area, culminating in a 
dazzling tree-lighting ceremony. 
The sound of fireworks and song 
fill the air as Ottawa welcomes the 
beginning of the holiday season 
in this iconic event. It typically 
coincides with the first day of the 
Chris Kringle Market.

The Chris Kringle Market is a large, 
outdoor Christmas market. Visitors 
to the market can expect to see a 
plethora of unique vendors with a 
wide variety of interesting goods. 
Clothing, sweets, accessories, toys, 
crafts, and more await! Whether 
you’re grabbing a present for 
a loved one or looking to treat 
yourself, you’re bound to find the 
perfect gift. 

Friendship Days is a week full 
of summertime fun for the whole 
family! There is something for 
everyone when it comes to this 
exciting time in Ottawa. Sidewalk 
sales, Music in the Park, the Outdoor 
Craft and Vendors’ show, and so 
much more. For the little ones, 

there’s the Touch-A-Truck and the 
Kids’ Fishing Rodeo. Touch-A-Truck 
encourages children to climb and 
explore large vehicles like fire 
trucks, tractors, and more. Plus, the 
event includes food, desserts, and 
children’s entertainment. The Kids’ 
Fishing Rodeo is an opportunity for 
children to try their hand at the art 
of fishing!

The Starved Rock Country 
Marathon begins in the heart of 
historic downtown Ottawa and 
takes runners on a scenic journey 
along the Illinois River, leading them 
through Starved Rock State Park. This 
exciting event is a truly unique way 
to experience the scenery of Ottawa 
and the surrounding area. 
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Open at 4pm Tuesday through Saturday
700 Lasalle Street, Downtown Ottawa
815-313-5553 | beachhousegrille.com

The coastal cuisine from around the world...... 
Featuring an everchanging selection 

of flown in fresh fish, oysters, seafood 
& Prime steaks & chops

We serve artisanal gelato, expertly brewed Intelligentsia Coffee, 
and authentic Greek and Italian pastries, all in a refined yet 

welcoming atmosphere. Whether you’re stopping by for a quick 
coffee or settling in for a sweet escape, we’re dedicated to creating 

a space where you’ll feel right at home—time and time again.

704 La Salle Street 
Ottawa, IL 61350 

Downtown Ottawa on 
LaSalle/Madison St.

815-313-5486 
sweetbeangelato.com

Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Saturday: 12:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Open Sundays 12pm-6pm (April-August)

The Annual Cruise Night has 
been held for almost thirty years. 
This is the perfect event for car 
enthusiasts! People from all over 
come together to take part in their 
shared appreciation for automobiles. 
Grab a bite to eat from vendors or 
restaurants as you enjoy the car show. 

The Scarecrow Festival is a beloved 
family event to celebrate autumn. 
Kids can enjoy crafts, pumpkin 
painting, and the scarecrow 
competition! Enjoy live music, 
vendors, and games during this 
fall-themed event. Be sure to visit the 
scarecrows displayed throughout the 
downtown area!

For more information about 
Ottawa’s many events, scan the 

QR code below!
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“The Radium Dial Corporation was 
a US-based company that produced 
glow-in-the-dark watches and 
other instruments during the early 
20th century. The company was 
established in 1917 and operated 
several plants across the United 
States, including one in Ottawa, 
Illinois. The company used a 
luminous processing technique 
that involved painting the dials of 
watches and instruments with a 
radioactive substance called radium.

The Radium Girls were young 
women who worked at the Radium 
Dial Corporation in Ottawa, Illinois, 
during the 1920s. They were 
responsible for painting the watch 
dials with a fine brush dipped in 
radium-laced paint. The workers 
were instructed to use their lips to 
sharpen the brushes, which led to 
ingestion of the radioactive material. 
The workers were not informed of 
the dangers of radium exposure, 
and they were led to believe that the 
substance was harmless.

Over time, the Radium Girls began 
to develop a range of severe health 
problems. Many of the workers 
died as a result of their exposure 
to radium, which was found to be 
highly carcinogenic. In the ensuing 

years, the Radium Girls became 
the focus of a national scandal, and 
their plight led to major changes in 
workplace safety regulations in the 
United States.

The impact of the Radium Dial 
Corporation and the Radium Girls on 
Ottawa, Illinois, was significant. Many 
of the workers at the plant were local 
residents, and the town was deeply 
affected by the tragedy. The Radium 
Dial Corporation was eventually 
forced to shut down, and the town’s 
economy suffered as a result. The 
story of the Radium Girls also had 
a lasting impact on the national 
conversation about workplace safety 
and the dangers of exposure to 
hazardous materials.

The Radium Dial Corporation, 
Luminous Processes and the Radium 
Girls represent a dark chapter 
in Ottawa and American history. 
Their legacy serves as a reminder 
of the importance of workplace 
safety regulations and the need for 
companies to prioritize the health 
and well-being of their workers. 
The tragedy of the Radium Girls will 
never be forgotten, and Ottawa, 
Illinois offers many opportunities 
to learn and pay respect to these 
shining lives.”

O ttawa, Illinois is steeped in history, where the stories of the past come alive through beautifully preserved architecture and iconic landmarks. As the site 
of the first Lincoln-Douglas Debate in 1858, Ottawa proudly honors its rich heritage with monuments, museums, and guided tours that weave tales of 

political courage and pioneer spirit.

Stroll through historic downtown to admire the charming buildings, visit the magnificent Reddick Mansion, or walk along the scenic I&M Canal to immerse 
yourself in the city’s vibrant past. Discover the Native American heritage and explore the pivotal moments that shaped American history, as Ottawa stands 
as a living tribute to the innovators and visionaries who left their mark on the region.

For a truly unique experience, take a tour with our local historian Tom Aussem through Awesome Ottawa Tours and hear captivating stories that only a 
passionate local can share. Whether you’re a history buff or just curious, Ottawa’s past is ready to be explored!

MIDDLE OF HISTORY
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7am - 8pm Daily 

SCAN THE QR CODE

210 W. Norris Dr,  

Ottawa, IL 61350

(815) 431-9431

ONLINE ORDERING for PICKUP!

O�ering casual-style dining with breakfast anytime 
of the day, lunch and di�er since 1975! 

burgerandsushihouse

1012 lasalle street, ottawa | 815.434.bash

Bringing everyone
to the table

s i n c e 2 0 1 3

reet, ottawa | 815.434.bash
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burgerandsushihouse
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AN UNFORGETTABLE
WAY TO EXPERIENCE LIVE MUSIC

PORT OF OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

(815) 200-4781
STEGENRIVERBOAT.COM

TICKETS 
& EVENT 

CALENDAR:

A t Awesome Ottawa Tours, we don’t just show you Ottawa—we help you 
understand it. Nestled in the heart of Starved Rock Country, our mission 

is to transform curious tourists into thoughtful travelers through 9 unique, 
locally inspired tours that bring the city’s rich history to life.

Whether you’re walking through historic districts, biking scenic routes, 
driving past hidden landmarks, cruising the Illinois River aboard the Sainte 
Genevieve Riverboat, or enjoying a behind-the-scenes look at Tangled Roots 
Brewery, every experience is designed to connect you more deeply with the 
people, places, and stories that shaped Ottawa, Illinois.

Our most popular tours—The Radium Girls of Ottawa, Illinois, Ottawa’s 
Underground Railroad, and Graveyard Stories—offer unforgettable journeys 
into the courage, mystery, and resilience that define our past. These are not 
just tours; they’re opportunities to see through the eyes of those who lived it.

Interactive, adventurous, and rooted in real history, our tours are perfect 
for all ages—and children 9 and under always join free (excluding Sainte 
Genevieve Riverboat).

Come curious. Leave connected. With Awesome Ottawa Tours, you’ll go 
beyond sightseeing and start traveling with purpose.

AWESOME OTTAWA TOURS 
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CASUAL DINING:
AUSSEM DOGS
624 COURT STREET
815-343-4940
aussemdogs.com

BLUEGILL BOATHOUSE &
MARINA BAR
411 GREAT LOOP E DR
815-749-9176
bluegillboathouse.com

THE CHEESE SHOP AND DELI
1219 FULTON STREET
815-433-0478
thecheeseshop.biz

EAT UP CAFE
3215 E. 1969TH STREET
815-433-5840
skydivechicago.com

THE FRENCH PRESS
728 COLUMBUS STREET
815-313-5239

GARDEN BERRY CAFE
711 LASALLE STREET
815-324-5084
gardenberrycafe.com

HI-WAY RESTAURANT
210 W. NORRIS DRIVE
815-431-9431
hiwayrestaurant.com

MORE ON MAIN CAFE
818 LASALLE STREET
815-313-5683
moreonmaincafe.com

MR J’S HOT DOGS & GYROS
321 W. MADISON STREET
815-431-8888
mrsjshotdogsandgyrosil.com

THE NEW BRITE SPOT FAMILY
RESTAURANT
801 E. NORRIS DRIVE
815-433-3899
thenewbrightspotfamilyrestaurant.com

THE NEW CHALET
514 STATE STREET
815-433-2746
thenewchalet.com

THE NEW OASIS FAMILY
RESTAURANT
3074 IL-71 I-80
815-433-6730

SUNFIELD RESTAURANT
2754 COLUMBUS STREET
815-434-5500

COFFEE & SWEETS:
HEY SWEETIE
203 W. MAIN STREET
815-795-0055

JEREMIAH JOE COFFEE
807 LASALLE STREET
jeremiahjoecoffee.com

JEREMIAH JOE COFFEE
CANAL AVE
101 E. CANAL AVENUE
jeremiahjoecoffee.com

LA MICHOACANA ICE CREAM
& MORE
2729 COLUMBUS STREET
(815) 313-4869
THE OTTAWA BAKERY
630 COURT STREET
815-433-2253
theottawabakery.com

SCOOPS R US
521 W. MAIN STREET
815-431-8000

STEVE’S BAKERY
102 E. NORRIS DRIVE
815-433-9787
stevesbakery.org

SWEET BEAN GELATO &
INTELLIGENTSIA COFFEE SHOP
704 LASALLE STREET
815-313-5486
sweetbeangelato.com

TONE’S CONES
523 W. MAIN STREET
815-434-1488
tonescones.com

TROPICAL SNO
1002 1ST AVE.
815-830-2712
tropicalsno.com

INTERNATIONAL 
DINING:
CHINA INN
221 W. ETNA ROAD
815-433-6688
chinainnottawa.com

DRAGON CITY
517 E. NORRIS DRIVE
815-433-3388
dragoncityottawa.com

FIESTA MX
221 W. MADISON STREET
815-324-9113

GDL MEXICAN RESTAURANT
903 E. NORRIS DRIVE
815-313-5959
gdlmexicanrestaurant.com

LAFONDITA MEXICAN GRILL
351 W. STEVENSON ROAD
815-324-9002

LIN GARDEN
305 W. MAIN STREET
815-434-3378
lingardenottawa.com

MARIACHI’S
1911 OTTAWA AVENUE
815-433-6800

NIKU JAPANESE KITCHEN
213 W. MADISON STREET
815-313-5586

TAPATIOS
3005 COLUMBUS STREET
815-313-5096
tapatiosillinois.com

TAQUERIA SAN MIGUEL
406 W. MAIN STREET
815-993-2809

THAI CAFE
610 COLUMBUS STREET
815-431-8090
thaicafe-ottawa.weebly.com

PIZZA PLACES:
ALFANO’S
1476 US-6
815-434-0923
alfanospizzail.com

BIANCHI’S PIZZA
607 LASALLE STREET
815-434-6884

INIGA PIZZERIA NAPOLETANA
215 W. JEFFERSON STREET
815-324-9229
inigapizzeria.com

I n Ottawa, food is more than just a meal—it’s an experience. Our city’s 
culinary scene is as diverse as it is delicious, blending classic Midwestern 

comfort food with modern, innovative flavors.

Start your culinary journey at The Beach House, where lakeside dining meets 
gourmet flair, offering dishes crafted with fresh, local ingredients and a view 
that makes every bite even better. Or visit Iniga Pizzeria, where handmade, 
wood-fired pizzas transport your taste buds straight to Italy with every slice.

Our bustling downtown is also home to a variety of local restaurants, cafes, 
and shops, each offering its own unique twist on regional flavors. From 
classic American fare to international delights, Ottawa’s food scene never 
fails to impress. Whether you’re looking to indulge, explore new tastes, or 
just grab a quick bite, you’ll find it here—in the Middle of Creative Cuisine.

MIDDLE OF CREATIVE CUISINE
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223 W. Madison St. Ottawa, IL. | osArtStudios.com223 W. Madison St. Ottawa, IL. | osArtStudios.com
THINK. CREATE. INSPIRE.

The Sill + Art Menu
Walk in, grab a seat, and create with us! Our cozy 
windowsill seating is always free to use, whether you 
want to sketch, journal, or simply enjoy the artistic 
atmosphere. If you're feeling inspired, choose a 
project from our Art Menu-with a variety of materials 
and crafts available for purchase. No reservations 
needed, just pop in, grab a seat, and let your 
creativity flow.

The Gallery

A Space where art and community come together.
Our gallery showcases the talent of local artists, 
offering visitors a unique glimpse into the creativity 
and culture of our area. With a new exhibition every 
month, there's always something fresh to explore.

The Studio

People of all ages and skill levels can explore 
hands-on workshops in the studio. All taught by local 
artists, our classes cover a variety of mediums from 
painting to stained glass, Woodburning to sewing 
and everything in between. Check our website for 
current workshops. BYOB friendly

The Den

Your space to slow down, create, and reconnect. The 
Den is our private to semi private workspace for 
textile arts, jewelry making, stained glass, and more. 
You can find a current schedule on our website.

The Artisan Shop

Our artisan shop features handmade creations by 
talented local artists. From unique glass and jewelry 
to hand-painted decor and textiles, every item tells a 
story and supports our creative community. Whether 
you're looking for a meaningful gift or a special piece 
for yourself, you'll find something truly one-of-a-kind.

Third Friday
A vibrant monthly event celebrating local makers and 
artists! This handmade market features unique 
creations, extended shopping hours at downtown 
businesses, and exclusive food and drink specials at 
participating restaurants. It's the perfect night to 
explore, support local talent, and enjoy the best of 
downtown's creative and culinary scene. 5-9pm.

May 16 | June 20 | July 18 | Aug 15 | Sept 19

223 W. Madison St. Ottawa, IL. | osArtStudios.com223 W. Madison St. Ottawa, IL. | osArtStudios.com
THINK. CREATE. INSPIRE.

R. GROTTO RISTORANTE
710 LASALLE STREET
815-431-1100
rgrotto.com

SAM’S PIZZA
802 W. NORRIS DRIVE
815-434-5690

FINE DINING:
ANNE’S HIDE-AWAY
323 W. RAILROAD AVENUE
815-433-9686
annieshideawaysupperclub.com

BURGER AND SUSHI HOUSE -
B.A.S.H
1012 LASALLE STREET
815-434-2274
burgerandsushihouse.com

THE BEACH HOUSE
700 LASALLE STREET
815-313-5553
beachhousegrille.com

HANK’S FARM
2973 N. STATE IL 71
815-433-2540
hanksfarm.com

THE LONE BUFFALO BY
TANGLED ROOTS BREWING CO.
812 LASALLE STREET
815-324-9549
tangledrootsbrewingco.com

PINE HILLS
1665 N. 2501ST ROAD
815-434-3985
ottawapinehillsgolfclub.com

WOODY’S STEAKHOUSE
1321 LASALLE STREET
815-433-2400
woodyssteakhouse1.com

PUB & LOUNGES:
BEARS DEN
1607 OTTAWA AVENUE
815-434-5168

BERTA’S TAP
616 CLINTON STREET
815-434-6797
bertastap.com

CATSEYE WINE BAR
724 LASALLE STREET
815-481-1389
Catseye-wine-bar.square.site

COURT STREET PUB
620 COURT STREET
815-324-9032
courtstreetpub.com

DAYTON RIDGE GOLF CLUB/
CLUBHOUSE PUB AND GRILLE
3076 E. 18TH ROAD
815-434-0145

DOCKSIDE BAR & GRILL
1001 E. MAIN STREET
815-324-5191

HALFTIME RESTAURANT PIZZA &
COCKTAILS
1625 E. NORRIS DRIVE
815-324-9389
halftimerestaurantpizzaandcocktails.com

KEAGAN’S IRISH PUB
218 W. MAIN STREET
815-313-5363

MUFFY’S TAP
423 W. MADISON STREET
815-433-6839

SHAKERS SPORTS BAR & GRILL
121 W. STEVENSON ROAD
815-433-2110
shakersottawa.com

WEDRON OFFICE
2005 N. 35TH ROAD
815-433-2974
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ALLEN PARK 
400 COURTNEY STREET 
Allen Park is a destination park 
located on the Illinois River on 
the south side of town.  The park 
has over 20 acres, shelters. .  The 
enhancements took place and 
completed in 2024 include a paved 
quarter-mile looped walking trail, 
gaming area for chess/checkers 
tables, a ping pong table, bag 
toss stations, and new playground 
equipment.  New native plantings 
and interpretive signage will be 
installed educating residents 
about the Illinois River, plants, and 
pollinators. 

DAYTON BLUFF PRESERVE 
2997 ILLINOIS ROUTE 71 
You can experience 100 acres 
of open prairie in the midst of 
restoration, the majesty and cool 
shade of 150 woodland acres, 
rugged ravines, glistening water 
cascades, the beautiful Fox River, 
sacred Native American burial 
mounds and the Daniels family 
pioneer cemetery. 

EAST MAIN BOAT LAUNCH 
FAR EAST END OF MAIN STREET 
East Main Boat Launch is a 10 acre 
area located at the far east end of 
Main Street along the Illinois River.  
The park contains a boat ramp, 
docks, fishing as well as parking. 

EAST SIDE PARK 
712 YORK STREET 
East Side Neighborhood Park is 
located on the northeast corner of 
York and Congress Streets.  The park 
contains basketball courts, newly 
designed playground equipment. 

FOX RIVER PARK
1025 ONTARIO STREET 
Fox River Park is located on the east 
side.  The park is over 15 acres with 
many amenities, including a water 
splash pad, a newly expanded 18 
basket Disk Golf Course, boat ramps, 
and playground equipment.

 GREEN STREET PARK
920 GREEN STREET 
The park contains a practice baseball 
field and parking lot.

HOLLYWOOD PARK
833 DELEON STREET
Hollywood Neighborhood Park is 
located on the north side of town, at 
the corner of DeLeon and Mulberry 
Streets.  This newly constructed park 
features playground equipment, 
shelter and electric power.

KIWANIS PARK 
115 E. GLOVER STREET
Kiwanis Park is located south 
of the Illinois River on Route 
23.  12  Ottawa Visitors Center | 
2023The park contains playground 
equipment, shelters, and ample 
open spaces.  The park also 
features a newly constructed (2022) 
free outdoor fitness court.  The 
court has seven different areas 
to do exercises like lunges, core 
workouts, and agility.  If you don’t 
have a trainer or a group of people 
to workout with, there is an app 
called Fitness Court that people can 
download that has guided training 
on how to use the equipment. 

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS PARK
600 E. NORRIS DRIVE 
This multi-use community park 
is located north of Route 6.  The 
park consists of a newly installed 
pool in 2023, four baseball fields, 
two softball diamonds, a soccer 
f ield, batting cages, playground 
equipment, and a new (2021) all 
inclusive playground for kids of all 
abilities to play together.

PECK PARK
1510 STATE STREET
Peck Park is located on the south 
side, west of Route 23.  It contains 
four softball diamonds, a baseball 
field, shelters, parking, playground 
equipment, and ample open spaces.

 RIGDEN PARK
625 W. JACKSON STREET 
Ridgen Park is located west of 
downtown Ottawa on Lafayette 
Street.  The park contains a baseball 
field, basketball courts, shelter, and 
playground equipment. 

SKATE PARK
325 W. JACKSON STREET 
Ottawa Skate Park is a specialized 
community park that provides 
skateboarding opportunities.

 THORNTON PARK 
1600 W. JACKSON STREET 
Renovations began in 2021 to 
include a splash pad and playground 
equipment with shady benches and 
picnic tables for lounging families 
to enjoy.  The park also features 
newly refinished pickle ball/ tennis/ 
basketball courts 

TURNBERRY PARK
2832 TURNBERRY DRIVE 
Turnberry Park is a small 
neighborhood park at the northeast 
part of Ottawa.  The park contains a 
shelter, playground equipment, and 
basketball court. 

VARLAND PARK
310 E. MCKINLEY ROAD 
Varland Park is located on the south 
side of town, east of Route 23.  The 
park contains two baseball fields and 
playground equipment.

WALSH PARK
509 BELLEVUE AVENUE 
Walsh Park is located on the north 
side of town.  This park is over 8 acres 
with basketball courts, regulation 
horseshoe pits, walking trails, 
playground equipment, and shelters 
with easy access from the parking lot.

WASHINGTON SQUARE 
509 BELLEVUE AVENUE 
Walsh Park is located on the north 
side of town.  This park is over 8 acres 
with basketball courts, regulation 
horseshoe pits, walking trails, 
playground equipment, and shelters 
with easy access from the parking lot. 

WASHINGTON SQUARE
101 W. LAFAYETTE STREET
Located in downtown Ottawa, the 
park contains historical monuments 
including a Civil War Monument and 
the Lincoln-Douglas debates statues 
and fountain set in a beautiful plaza 
setting surrounded by beautiful 
flower gardens and tall, shady 
Maple trees.

I n Ottawa, relaxation is a way of life. Let the stress melt away as you immerse yourself in the serene atmosphere of our charming greenspaces or retreat to 
the tranquil beauty of nearby state parks. Enjoy a leisurely stroll along the historic I&M Canal, have a picnic by the peaceful riverfront, or cool off with the 

kids at a modern splash pad. Whether you’re seeking quiet reflection or just a moment to breathe, Ottawa strikes the perfect balance between small-town 
charm and soothing escape from the hustle and bustle

MIDDLE OF NATURE
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1100 Canal Street, Ottawa, Illinois 61350, United States
(815) 431-9353

* Special Event and Meeting Room Rental Availability 
ottawahistoricalscoutingmuseum.org/about-the-museum

Hours: Open 10:00 am – 04:00 pm | Tue Closed | Wed Closed

The Ottawa Historical and Scouting Heritage Museum is located in Ottawa, IL. It is a not-for-
profit organization administered and operated entirely by volunteers. The museum was founded 
to promote and preserve the colorful and proud traditions of Boy Scouts, Lone Scouts, Girl 
Scouts and Camp Fire Girls, via exhibition of the past of these organizations with memorabilia 
from it vast collections. The museum also features exhibits relating to the history of Ottawa, 
IL, including Radium Dial, the I&M Canal, Ottawan William Boyce W.D. Boyce who was the 
founder of the Boy Scouts of America, etc.

Radium Dial
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808 LaSalle Street, Ottawa IL • 815.324.9549 • TangledRootsBrewingCo.com

COME FOR THE FOOD, 
stay for the beer.

(or vice versa)

• Sandwiches 
• Soups 
• Salads 
• Lunch Specials  
• Daily Dinners
• Catering

1219 Fulton Street, Ottawa, IL 61350
815-433-0478

Monday - Saturday 11 am - 7 pm | Sunday - Closed

Welcome to our restaurant. Join us for a good time!

thecheeseshop.biz/

Established in 1970

Buffalo Rock State Park is one 
of several gorgeous natural 

areas in Ottawa. Visitors can make 
use of a variety of park amenities 
in addition to exploring park trails. 
Picturesque views of the river atop 
the bluffs and lush, vibrant greenery 
await your visit.

The trails of Buffalo Rock State Park, 
located at 1300 North 27th Road, 
provide visitors with the chance 
to take in the spectacular view of 
the Illinois River and surrounding 
area from atop its cliffs and bluffs. 
Parkgoers can also hike the 
Woodland Trail, which offers an 
opportunity to immerse yourself in 
nature amongst the trees, plants, 
and thriving wildlife. The site also 
hosts a baseball diamond, shelter 
with vending machines, the Effigy 
Tumuli, and the signature attractions 
of Buffalo Rock State Park. 

Buffalo Rock is home to two 
American bison. These majestic 
animals can be seen daily, grazing 
in their pasture. As you spend some 
quality time with these creatures, try 
to think about what it would have 
looked like to see whole herds of 
bison traversing the landscape in 
the past.   

The Effigy Tumuli are earthen art 
sculptures built to emulate those 
constructed by Indigenous peoples 
thousands of years ago. These 
effigies would serve as temple 
platforms or burial mounds. The 
sculptures were the product of a 
creative coal mining reclamation 
project on land donated by the 
Ottawa Silica Company. There are 
five effigies: a snake, turtle, catfish, 
frog, and water strider. 

History is abundant at Buffalo Rock. 
Indigenous peoples once made 
their homes in the area. The French 
later built a trading and missionary 
fort at Buffalo Rock, along with the 
Miami tribe who also built their 
own fort. In 1912, the Chicago-
based Crane Company purchased 
the land to use as a sanatorium 
and summer vacation ground for 
thousands of employees and their 
families. In 1927, the company 
donated the land to the state and 
Buffalo Rock officially became a 
state park in 1928. 

With natural beauty all around, bison 
peacefully grazing, and effigies on 
site, Buffalo Rock State Park allows 
visitors to take a step into the past 
and see the land as it once was.  

BUFFALO ROCK STATE PARK
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N ell’s Woodland is a unique 
attraction inspired and 

supported by former Ottawan James 
Downey. The property is home to 
58 acres of lush, oaky woodland, as 
well as several trails and facilities 
dedicated to education and 
sustainability. The Woodland is open 
Thursday through Monday, from 8 
am to 5 pm. Registration for visits 
and events is required. There are 
free public access passes available 
for the morning or afternoon. 

Visit https://www.NellsWoodland.
com  for more information. 

 The Nell’s Foundation seeks to 
explore our relationship with nature 
through a variety of programs 
focusing on ecological stewardship, 
wellness, and the arts. Visitors can 
explore trails on their own for some 
peace and relaxation, join a guided 
hike for an educational experience, 
and so much more. 

The Ecology Center houses 
educational programs, yoga classes, 
and meeting spaces at Nell’s 
Woodland. Through a partnership 
with Illinois Valley Community 
College, several courses are offered 
on site. 

Everyone is encouraged to make 
a visit to Nell’s Woodland and 
enjoy what the environment has to 
offer. The foundation believes that 
connecting with nature can help 

inspire ourselves, promote curiosity, 
and help us become more mindful 
and expressive. 

Nell’s Woodland regularly holds 
collaborative events with community 
partners like the Reddick Public 
Library, the University of Illinois 
Extension, and more. Event 
details can be found on the Nell’s 
Woodland event calendar. 

NELL’S WOODLAND

WOMEN’S CLOTING SHOES 
& ACCESSORIES

210 w main 
st, Ottawa

IL 61350
815-228-7824

NELL’S WOODLAND
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COMFORT INN
120 STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 433-0029
choicehotels.com

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES
300 FAIRFIELD LANE
(815) 431-8955
marriott.com

HAMPTON INN
4115 HOLIDAY LANE
(815) 434-6040
hilton.com

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 
& SUITES
2850 COLUMBUS STREET
(815) 320-2230
hiexpress.com

QUALITY INN
510 ETNA ROAD
(815) 433-9600
choicehotels.com

SUPER 8
500 ETNA ROAD
(815) 434-2888
wyndhamhotels.com

SANDS MOTEL
1215 LASALLE STREET
(815) 434-6440
sandsmotelottawa.com

SURREY MOTEL
2750 Columbus Street
(815) 433-1263
surreymotel.com

DOWNTOWN LOFT
1017 LASALLE STREET
(815) 433-5000
visitheritageharborinn.com

HARBOR INN 
1988 N. 2753RD ROAD
(815) 433-5000
visitheritageharborinn.com

T he Dayton Bluffs Preserve 
was created as a result of 

a collaboration between The 
Conservation Foundation and the City 
of Ottawa, who now jointly manage 
the property’s long-term restoration 
efforts and day-to-day operations 
respectively. The site’s natural areas 
are maintained by the Friends of 
Dayton Bluffs volunteer group. The 
preserve, located at 2997 Illinois Rt. 
71, was recognized as an Illinois Land 
and Water Reserve by the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission in 2014. 

At the Dayton Bluffs Preserve, visitors 
can experience 253 acres of the 
raw beauty of nature in the midst 
of ecological restoration. Prairies, 
forest paths, small cascades, and 
more can be found on the property. 
Important historical sites are located 
on the property as well, including the 
Daniels family pioneer cemetery and 
Native American burial mounds. 

The Conservation Foundation readily 
recognizes that Indigenous people 

lived on the land and as stewards of 
it, held a vital relationship with the 
land that now makes up the preserve 
and areas outside of it as well. With 
Native American burial grounds and 
other pieces of history in Dayton 
Bluffs, the area is both an important 
natural and archaeological one. 

 Through the ecological restoration 
process, Dayton Bluffs gives us a 
unique view of an ecosystem in 
recovery. Thanks to the work of 
volunteers, many invasive plant 
species have been removed from 
the area. About 100 acres of 
farmland have been restored into 
native prairie as well. Beyond the 
restoration project, there are also 
plans to further outfit the preserve 
with more amenities.

A trip to Dayton Bluffs is a fantastic 
way to get in touch with both nature 
and history. With 100 acres of open 
prairie and 150 acres of woodland, 
the Dayton Bluffs Preserve is sure to 
charm all who visit. 

DAYTON BLUFFS PRESERVE LODGING
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Ottawa Map & Locations
Check out our most popular locations and experience Ottawa today!

Visit our website to learn more! visitottawail.com

1 Washington Square Park 2 Ottawa Visitors Center 3 Reddick Mansion 4 I&M Canal Toll House

6 Radium Girls 7 Heritage Harbor 8 Buffalo Rock State Park

9 Dayton Bluffs 10 Skydive Chicago

5 Ottawa Historical and Scouting
Heritage Museum

11 Sainte Genevieve Riverboat
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N estled in the heart of Ottawa, Illinois, the downtown district is a haven for shoppers seeking charm, creativity, and one-of-a-kind finds. Stroll along 
LaSalle and Main Streets to discover a vibrant mix of locally owned boutiques and specialty shops. Refresh your wardrobe at Iconic Boutique, or 

uncover eclectic gifts and home décor at Deja Vu. Book lovers can get lost in the curated selection at Prairie Fox Books, while Heartland by Hand delights 
with handcrafted goods from local artisans. Green thumbs and gift-givers alike will love Floret Plant & Provisions, a cozy shop full of plant life and thoughtful 
treasures. For families and the young at heart, RPS Toys offers a colorful world of fun, games, and imagination. Small Dog Candle fills the air with warmth and 
fragrance, featuring hand-poured candles and cozy gift items. Rounding out the experience is Jobst Monuments, a family business rooted in history and 
craftsmanship. Downtown Ottawa offers more than shopping—it’s an experience filled with character, creativity, and community spirit.

CLOTHING:
B DOMINIQUE BOUTIQUE
542W. NORRIS DRIVE
(815) 993-5828
shopbdominique.com

BOLD AND CURVY BOUTIQUE
211 W. MADISON STREET
(815) 410-5109
boldandcurvyboutique.com

CATO FASHIONS
4036 VETERANS DRIVE
(815) 431-9727
stores.catofashions.com

ICONIC BOUTIQUE
617 LASALLE STREET
(815) 324-5101
geticonicboutique.com

LADY DI’S
717 LASALLE STREET
(815) 434-3232
ladydisnow.com

LUXX BOUTIQUE
210 W. MAIN ST.
(815) 228-7824

MAURICES
381 W STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 434-4013
locations.maurices.com

SHOE DEPT.
389 W STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 433-4831
shoeshowmega.com

UNIQUE FORMAL WEAR
720 LASALLE STREET
(815) 324-9406
uniqueformalwear.com

BOUTIQUES & SPECIALITY:
A MESS OF THINGS
726 LASALLE STREET
(815) 481-2389

DEJA VU
716 LASALLE STREET
(815) 434-2836

GOBLIN GAMING
712 LASALLE STREET
(815) 209-9775
goblingamingottawa.com

HEARTLAND BY HAND
231 W. MAIN STREET
(815) 324-9298
heartlandbyhand.com

JOBST MONUMENTS & GIFTS
402 W. MAIN STREET
(815) 433-0310

LILY PADS TOO
411 N. 3059TH RD.
(815) 313-5776
ivpads.com

O-NET GAMING
215 W. WASHINGTON STREET
(815) 488-3786
onettgaming.com

OPEN SPACE ART GALLERY
& STUDIO
223 W. MADISON STREET
(815) 293-7099
osartstudios.com

PRAIRIE FOX BOOKS
719 LASALLE STREET
(815) 433-7323
prairiefoxbooks.com

RPS TOYS
820 LASALLE STREET
(815) 433-4233
Rps.toys

SMALL DOG CANDLE CO.
619 LASALLE STREET
(815) 201-6260
shopsmalldog.com

STARVED ROCK HOT GLASS
700 W. MAIN STREET
(815) 313-5445
starvedrockhotglass.com

VAN DUZER JEWELERS
615 LASALLE STREET
(815) 433-5653
vanduzerjewelers.com

YOUR INTERIOR MOTIVES
222 W. MADISON STREET
(815) 434-4006
yourinteriormotivesinc.com

ANTIQUES & RESALE:
229 ESTATES ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES
229 W. MAIN STREET/1002 1ST
(815) 324-9120

601 MERCANTILE & GIFTS
601 LASALLE STREET

EARTHLY MUSE
224 W. MAIN STREET
(815) 482-7946
theearthlymuse.com

GOODWILL
501 W STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 434-4680
goodwillni.org

MAIN STREET ESTATES
409 STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 434-5400

MAIN STREET SPACES
221 W. MAIN STREET
(815) 324-9702
mainstreetspaces.com

OTTAWA COMMUNITY THRIFT
1022 LASALLE STREET
(815) 640-0763

A SERVANT’S HEART BOUTIQUE
2735 N. COLUMBUS STREET
(815) 434-4849
ashottawa.org

MIDDLE OF UNIQUE SHOPPING
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Over 50  
FREE Concerts 

Throughout  
the summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summerthe summer
Thursday - Sunday, 
Mid May-Mid Oct

Featuring Original 
national touring artists 
from multiple genres

♦ Country
♦ Rock
♦ Funk
♦ Blues
♦ Bluegrass
♦ Americana
♦  Singer  

Songwriters

♦ Outlaw Country
♦ LIve Band Karaoke
♦  Top Tier National 

Tribute Acts
♦  The Areas Best 

Cover Bands
♦  Quality Local  

Artists

1001 E. Main, Ottawa, 
IL, United States, Illinois (815) 324-5191

FLORISTS:
BLYTHE FLOWERS
1231 LASALLE STREET
(815) 434-0875
blytheflowers.com

FLORET PLANT & PROVISIONS
610 COURT STREET
(815) 324-5002
floretplants.com

TPM STEMS
1401 LASALLE STREET
(815) 434-0870
tpmstemsottawa.com

AND MORE: 
BLAIN’S FARM & FLEET
4140 COLUMBUS STREET
(815) 433-4536
farmandfleet.com

BROTHERS COUNTRY SUPPLY
339 W STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 433-3775
brotherscountrysupply.com

DON’S FURNITURE
2571 IL 23
(815) 433-5313
donsfurnitureinc.com

FRESH PRINTS
112 W. MAIN STREET
(815) 830-1121
freshprintsil.com

FURNITURE SELLERS
201 W. STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 434-9344
furnituresellersottawa.com

GARDEN’S GATE
611 E. DAYTON ROAD
(815) 433-4006
shopgardensgate.com

GNC
335 W STEVENSON ROAD
(815) 433-5520
stores.gnc.com

OTTAWA ACE HARDWARE
814 CLINTON STREET
(815) 433-1800
doitbest.com

OTTAWA WAREHOUSE
BARGAINS
101 WEST ETNA ROAD
(815) 324-2200
shopwarehousebargains.com

PERSONALITEES
721 LASALLE STREET
(815) 587-5238
personaliteesofottawa.myshopify.com

POLANCIC’S MEAT &
TENDERLIONS
412 W. NORRIS DRIVE
(815) 433-0324
polancicsmeats.com

STARVED ROCK
HARLEY DAVIDSON
750 CENTENNIAL DRIVE
(815) 431-1900
starvedrockhd.com

TURK FURNITURE
801 LASALLE STREET
(815) 433-8875
turkfurniture.com

WALMART SUPERCENTER
4041 VETERANS DRIVE
(815) 434-0120
walmart.com
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Looking to stay longer? With Heritage Select 
Realty, you can choose from low-maintenance 
homes or custom builds designed with timeless 

charm and modern ease. Whether it’s your 
weekend retreat or your forever home, your ideal 

river lifestyle is waiting. 

Outdoor lovers will enjoy direct access to the I&M 
Canal trail, and the natural beauty of nearby 

Starved Rock and Matthiessen State Parks. At 
Heritage Harbor, every moment is a memory in 

the making. 

Plan your next adventure at 
VisitHeritageHarbor.com or call 815-433-5000. 

Visit. Stay. Live

Boat Rentals | E-Bike Rentals | On-site Dining | Discovery Tours | Kayak Rentals | Vacation RentalsCall 815-587-7771 111 Harbor View Drive, Ottawa, IL, 61350 VisitHeritageHarbor.com

HERITAGE HARBOR

Exp�i�ce

Tucked along the tranquil banks of the Illinois 
River, Heritage Harbor is more than a 

destination—it’s a lifestyle. Whether you’re 
visiting for the weekend, planning a family 

getaway, or searching for your forever home, this 
resort-style community in the heart of Starved 

Rock Country offers the perfect blend of 
adventure, comfort, and connection. 

At the center of the action is our full-service 
marina, a boater’s dream with over 140 boat 
slips, fueling, and dockside amenities. Bring 

your own boat and make Heritage Harbor your 
home port or explore slip ownership 

opportunities and secure your spot on the 
water for seasons to come. 

No boat? No problem. Our wide array of rental 
options—from kayaks, Fiestas and 

paddleboards to performance pontoons and 
e-bikes—lets you explore by land or water. For 
the ultimate convenience and flexibility, Quest 
Express Boat Club provides unlimited access 

to premium boats without the hassle of 
ownership through its boating membership 

program. Just reserve, ride, and relax. 

When it’s time to unwind, Harbor Inn welcomes 
you with a variety of vacation rentals—cozy 
cottages, stylish townhomes, and spacious 

waterfront homes, all just steps from the marina 
and resort amenities. Soak in the pool, dine al 

fresco, or catch a sunset on the riverwalk. 

Pools

From Weekend Retreats 
to Forever Homes

Short-term/Long-term Stays

Dog ParkBiking

Rentable Event Spaces

Pickleball Courts

On-site Restaurant Watersport & Slip Rentals
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Express Boat Club provides unlimited access 
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program. Just reserve, ride, and relax. 

When it’s time to unwind, Harbor Inn welcomes 
you with a variety of vacation rentals—cozy 
cottages, stylish townhomes, and spacious 

waterfront homes, all just steps from the marina 
and resort amenities. Soak in the pool, dine al 
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visitottawail.com

OTTAWA VISITORS CENTER:
(815)-434-2737

The Middle of Comfort
You can settle down and snuggle 
up in one of Ottawa’s nearly 400 

rooms, everything from established 
hotels, to luxury resorts & private 
rentals, to cottages and B&B’s.

The Middle of Creative Cuisine
Ottawa has a very diverse culinary 
scene with restaurants of all kinds. 
From your small-town coffee shop, 
to locally brewed beer, to casual & 

fine dining. 

Ottawa is... the middle of making 
memories. So, start making your 

Ottawa memories now! 

Book your stay, and you’ll 
see why we love Ottawa!

The Middle of Relaxation
Take a deep breath in the soothing, 

natural setting that surrounds 
Ottawa. From the lush, green 

botanicals, to the rolling hills of 
4 beautiful state parks. All of the 

boating, biking, and hiking awaits.




